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The Moſt HONOURABLE 


. Duke of Ormond, 


HIS RAe, 


Lord-Lieutenant General, And C Ge- 
neral Governor of IRELAND. | 


May it Pleaſe Your GRACE, 


AS it has been my G reateſt Honour 2 come fl 6 a- 
broad into the World in Your Gxack's Service, 


and under the Patronage of Your Moſt Noble Grand-. 


Father ; So sball it always be my Care and Study, to 
make a due Return 10 * Obligation which I am un- 
der, 10 Jon both; by paying a ready Obedience to all 
Four Gz Ace's C ammands. On this Score it is, that I 
firſt Preacbꝰd, and do now Publub this Diſcourſe ; alibo 
Jam very y fenſs ible that it ought to come before Your 
GRACE in another Dreſ then what it now appears in, 
or indeed what I am able to put on it. As it was de- 
livered, ſome of its Faults might Eſcape Your Notice ; 
Wy now it u 10 and Naked before the World. T he 
= a. Moles 


C 
Moles and Spots, too Numęr g, 53:41 ſoon be diſcerned; 
nor have I any other Apold&y, ro mute for it, than the 
Honeſty of its Deſign , and Your Gr aAce's, Commands. 

It is true indeed, Your GRAeE gave it Birth in 
thoſe invaluable Bleſſmgs” Your G Ace has brought to 
% Kingdom ," in Your Government of Us, under the 
beſt of Queens ; without which Ireland could never have 
hop d for thoſe Laus, both for the Church and Ring- 
dom, which She has now ſo lately put into Her Poſſeſ- 


fron. That' all Mens Hearts might Unite in the Ac- 


knowledgment, as well as the Compleating of that Great 
Work, was my Endeavour to perfwade to; And it would 
be the higheſt Ingratitade in him that should deny that 
Tour GRACE has beeri the great Inſtrument of Re- 
ftering this Church to Her Ancient Right, and putting. 
the Kingdom under the beſt Laws it ever yet had. 

May the Moft Noble and Illuſtrious Houſe of OR- 
MOND, never want one lite Tour Gx ace; to be Head 


of it, till time Shall be no mores. ſo Daily Prays, © 
* 0 1 . 1 : p ", | | 1 | 2 | 
Alu u riet Your GAC) 
Your GRACES Moſt Obedit mt, Eg | 
« r | ai. ASSES ANT 53S. £r-d Þ. 
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Pſalms CXXIIII. Verl. * 


Behold how good and bow pleaſant it i 
| for brethren-10 dwell zogethe; in Unity. 


which Numa Pompilius built in Rome, wa 
Dedicated to Religion and Peace; wherein 
they were both ſhrined up together, and dwelt 
under one and the ſame Roof; ſo, here we 


Brethren living together in Unity. 


The Text invites us to the Conſideration of a Subject, the 
want of which is too much viſible in theſe Times, wherein 
we Live; *tis that Excellent Bleſſing of Unity and Concord, 
that Holy, N and Fraternal Converſation, which ought 
to be amongſt us, and i it were but reaſoi e to belieye, that 
out m Ee: Tre in thoſe Str: bes we e received, 
(che faut, ef which is ner, t Worn gut) 5 va abſolutely 
Convince u c 7.6 8 he ve Miry of. what this, T FI perſw ades; 


45 tb x7 4 Dacoürfs to that purpoſe A ON in ; Bu 7 | 


ſone Men are fo Dif dated, that they will no © diſcern the 


at belong heir. 4. 0 10 i t U 
ci Cos e © the Ray W 5 0 


My 5 401 55 10 4,713 1354 kt NAV 


HIS palm i is ſomewhat like that Tem ple 


may behold Religion, Peace and Concord, all 


97 Thirdly, Its Excellency, which is Illu 
in the next verſe, under the ſimilitudes | 
Coleſtial Dew that falls from Heaven 425% 


161 


moſt fled out of the Ark of Chriſtendom ; but whether (like 


the Dove) it ever intends to return with an Olive Branch, the 
Lord only knows. | | | 


Yet as Men look at the Sun when it is in the Eclipſe, and 


learn to prize the happineſs of the Day, by the darkneſs of 


the Night; ſo by an Inſpection into this Text, we may be 
brought to remember what our Happineſs once was, when we 
liv'd, like Brethren; in Unity, And we may ſee what has 
been our Miſery, and muſt continue ſo to be; whilſt, like 
Frontier Soldiers, we are in perpetual Skirmiſhes one with a- 


nother, and every Houſe almoſt look'd upon as an Enemies 


Garriſon; and we may eaſily imagine how fad our Fate and 
Deſtiny is like to be hereafter; unleſs by our Hearts and Knees 
we can prevail with God to ſend this Bleſſing unto us; Behold 


how good and how pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together 


in Unity. 


The Text is a ſhort Panegyrick, a Commendatory Oration, 
wherein there are theſe things Conſiderable. 


Firſt, The Thing here Commended, and that is Concord, and 
Amity, a Pious and Peaceable Converſation ; Expreſs'd here 
by a Periphras is--- Brethren to dwell together in Unity. 


Secondly, The manner how it is Extoll d; And that Grſt 
Poſitively; it is Good. and Pleaſant ; And fo Good and ſo Plea- 


ſant, that it is beyond the Power of Language to Expreſs it, 


it cannot be Illaftrated but by the Effects, it reaches 


* up to a 


Wonder, Behold! how good and pleaſant it is; 


ſtrated by the Prophet 
Se Hp! Ol, and the 


L 9 1 8 

Laſtly, Its Profitableneſs, as it is good and pleaſant, ſo it 

8 Profitable in its Effects, it always brings a Bleſſing upon 
thoſe that are Careful to Practiſe it. 857 


It is ſup poſed, by une Writers, that David Penn'd this 


Pſalm at . End of ? hoſe Civil Wars that were betwixt him 


and the Houſe of Saul, when thoſe Bloody Quarrels. were 
ended, and the Kingdom quietly ſetled and ENabliſh'd upon 
him; when the Bow was broken, and the Spear was ſnap'd 


that David made this Plalm „and begins it with the Text , Be- 
hold how good and how pleaſant it it, &c. As if he had told 


his People, their own Experience would ſhew them the happi- 
neſs of Unity and Concord; That the days were when the Face 


of the Common-wealth was batter'd with War, bruis'd with 
Oppreſſion and disfigured with Blood ; the Kingdom of 1/rael 
was pitifully Diſtratted and Torn in Pieces with Factions, 
Seditions, Slaughters, and Cruelties, practiſed in every, COE 


ner; but now Unity and Amity being returned again, Behold 
how ſweet and how pleaſant, tha Face of all things . appears..: 
And this is ſuppoſed to be the Purpoſe and Scope of this 


Pſalm ; And in this Senſe, this Pſalm is as Applicabls to us, 


as to the Kingdom of Hrael; It is not very long ſince the 


Sound of the Trumpet, and the Alarm of War waß 411 


every Corner of this I Land ; nqthing but Confuſion 


.order and Garments, Rolt'd in Blood,, no Laus, but what, 
like thoſe of Draco, were written in Bl 
Mens hearts with the point of the Sword; no Religion, ut'what 


the Conclave Order'd, and the: Gag aw d, and this King- 
dom yas turn'd to One great 

not 70 Bury Strangers, hey pin" prod her proper Owners. But 
Cod was pleas d to raiſe u an happy and glorious Inſtrument 


for. 


ood, and Printed. i in 


ma; One Held of Blood, 


[8] 


ore the Peopl pete their o ονν and Nx irres and has added 
this great Bleſſing to it, that the Throne is now filled, not only 
with a dupporter and Defender, but a Lover of Religion a and 


Ter! Pebple, "Bebo ne, and how elan . 1 54 21 
0 49 E 17 1 & 1 18 . 1 
Secondly, Others ſuppoſe this plum was mage by One of 


che Poor Priefts or Levites, upon the return of the 1/raclites 
from the Baby 2 * 


how god and 19 


#nÞ1F is; &cc. As much as if he had fd; 
It _ but {ately ſincæ we'lived in erat an hte v2 
were like Bon en, not like Brethren; our Unity confiſted 
only in this, that we were all Priſoners, And V aftals to the 
Babylonian Tyrant, Temples we had none, and. gs but 
few, and thoſe, inſtead of Waiting at the Altar, fgted to 
hide themſelves under it, to avoid Perfectit en. The Bubjlo- 
55 would not ſuffer us to offer God a Satrefite,. or 1 hh hith 
s of Sion + Our Harpes were Duntb; 4 
Fin webs 


5 enger Berk Crmmig, and Py, gur .Felvi 
were Slaves; but now God hach rim ned ou Cuptevi and, 


like tBeRarfoin'd of the Lord, we are going e frees 
towaids Jun, "there to Re-edifie our demoliſh'd Sanctu 
reſfore pur Old Orthodox Religion, to poſſeſs our Old! 


pea ps: ' And in tlg {6; this 
Dh 1 ro eve © Frhis Church, Wers bye 
| 15 5 little dener thai Faves and Ca ove? 5 Capti 
Dog a People, of Diſorder and Confiiſion, rhat 
ted in 


ng tre chan the Ruin and Peſtructioh 


cor 
Id co che 2 figs 


for ar our Detiveckue;-20Pliceitle Prioſt at the Alcar,. and Re- 


Captivity ;- and he begins it with, 'BeHold 


tap 155 and 5 to tive —— like Brechten in Uniry; 115 ; 


cople, "Laws and Religion; Bir, 655 0 
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bat like Brethren in Love and Liwful Liberty. And thus 
we may ſee that the Occaſion of this Pſalm, as well as the 
Parallel of it with our own Condition, ſheys that it is Ex- 
a&tly Calculated fot Us, as well as for n 

But I come now to the Matter in the Text, where firſt 
we are to Enquire what this Unity and Concord-is. Concord 
is the Union of Hearts and Wills in that which is Good; by 


= 


which ſhort Beſeription you may know what it is, and what 


24 


it is not. 


It is not every Union that makes a true Concord, there is 


an Union of Ignorance, When Men are knit together in an 
Implicite blindneſs; Thus ſome Men Embrace a Religion 
out of Cuſtom or Education, without Enquiring into its 


Truth or Reaſonableneſs, and moſt, if not all, the Com- 
mon Votaries in the Church of Rome are United to her on 


that Score; ſome Eſpouſe a Cauſe out of Aﬀettion to 4 


Leader, without ſearching into the Juſtice or conyeniency 
of his Proceedings, and thus all Colours are alike in the 
Dark; and the Raven is as beautiful as the Swan. | 


There is alſo an Union of Confuſion ; thus, Water and 
Oyl, Milk and Blood, and all ſuch Liquids, when they 


are power'd into a Veſſel, will mingle together, and Unite 


in a Confuſion : After this manner likewiſe in the Uprore at 
Epheſus, (Acts 19.) The People were all in a Confuſion, 
they knew not wherefore they were come together; yer in 
their Confuſion: they made ſhift to Unite in crying up their 
own Idol, Great is Diana of the Epheſians, and in crying 


not fit to Liye. - 


down the Apoſtle Sr. Paul for a Seducer of the People, and 


B Beſides 


* ra. rr ak Ca 
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Beſides tbeſe, there is an Union of Oy der, Thuscheſpecs 
in a Chequer are orderly United; and yet there is no Com- 
ond hetuieen them, for they are alwajs of different Colours: 
The Gold and the Silzer, the Iron and the Clay, in Nebw- 
chadnez ⁊ers Image, were orderly plac'd, yet no Union be- 
twixt.them ; they made a ſhiſt to ic, but they could not 
Incorporate together; the Planets are orderly rank d in the 
Firmament, yet no Urn between them, for their Influences 
ate Oppoſite (if there be any Truth, in Aftrolagy); one is 
ſurly, another is Bloody, and they have their ſeveral Quali- 
ties; The Stars Terreſtrial, thoſe Earthly Planets, that Go- 
vera this Lower Morld, are indeed fixed to their Orbe, and 
keep, their Order put roo. ofteg they. oo one anocher in 
their Juftuepts ;. One id embbedi to, all gend Futpoſes A- 
nother is e Aud loves the Camp letter chan the Fem- 
ple, Another Va Patron of Ingenious Atheiſm,, and Witt y 
Blaſphemy ; a Fourth, is a Ccuntenanxer of all Scepticiſm 
| a lnconttancy ang, whoſe; Deyotien Ehhs and Flows: 0 
wit, rhe, Seaſons, of us yum Defigus; bur nana of theſe, nan 
Al theſe. together, can take Up. A C Trae Concbrd 
muſt be a cloſingof Hear tt, aud an uviting-of Minds together: 


And yet fever Unignaf Heyris is nt that Contord here 
Commended ;, pe: Mags \tteans.are to@yfremcatifederated 
together in Miſchief, and Wickadyeſs:5\ Uhhuein the 8 
the 5, and 6. Verles, They have takem:iConnſel and ure C. 
derate againſt Thee, Gehal, and Auargon, and Amaleck, ec. 
Here is more than a National Chf, a Lcaguook many 
People and Nations together; Andballc this foraSacfilegious 
purpoſę, for the in- f Rel Cm ay theys! Et ν 
tele to our ſelves. the Hufe Ac in Pein, And the 
pack of Thieves (Prov. 1.) lay wait for Blood, and the 

ell ol bloody 


* 2 Sac Lig, is Were Men, 1 


thoſe cht are cui. and. or a Go Hud, Shas 1550.fay, thc 


% 


adyautage d nꝰ, ale Sgciet y S et h tue ne af 
anafheri; AD Wand Bud, WD As as iy ghana hg) 


And this Unity is either Cit or Sacred, ;: Cir 1Ubtzby 
bs: here Men FAC nd, yt Hemel vr a ian 
and Holititiè Bac et) o hραανονν the eme Rue, dnhmitting 
to the lame das, and perſuigg iheſame Common I nicretts 
and Deſigns, living like the Qrearures;in\the. Ark whore, 
tho they were of all ſorts, clean: and mc, vild ant 
came, yetstheydwod fluisthytag eher, dt eV hui 
themoοτ Gdamgnrefernuatond ο od on od rm 


* ö n 3 K 1 lt 6 
en9f 9 ONT ent PD ef ed HAD er: BAN 1rd 


| wurred Matters, and ſor 
Sacred Ends, are united in a Sa , Concord; n aity- of 
Souls as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; Acts, 4. v. 32. They were 
ume Myllzedb 1Bqdys Animated by the ame Spirit of 
.Chraſt, bottom d uꝑoſi the ſame Faufidation, and all n. 
ding; the fame thing ; dand both heſe kinds of (7v:ity ure pro- 
bably hinted at in this Pſalm ; Sacred Unitguitht GD, 
reſembled here to Aarons Oyl, Civil Unity in the Common- 
wealth; A , Mmibled:to the-Dew f Hermon, and both theſe 
ate gohd and /pleaſant. And thus ſyou fee briefly whatzthis 
Linity and Cyncor dis. No det us go.onand Jiniguuire how 
the Pſalmiſt Extols it. 


B 2 And 


{ 12 1 


And Firſt, Poſitively ; it is a good and pleaſant thing; 


Firſt, it is Good in its Cauſe, and/Secondly, in its Effects. 


Firſt, It is Good in its Cauſe; it proceeds from God who 
(as our Sacred Liturgy calls him) is the Author of Peace and 


Lover of Concord; It is of God, ſays the Pſalmiſt, that two 


are of a Mind in an Houſe. And the Apoſtle St. John N 
John 4. v. 7, 8.) makes it a Stream that Iſſues from th 

Fountain of the Deity ; Love is of God, and every One 
that Loveth is born of God and knoweth God, for God is 
Love, and it is he that Works it in us by a Conjunction 


of ſeveral Graces ; Humility, as a curb to Pride, Meekneſs, 


as a bridle to Anger, Patience to bear with Infirmities, and 


Equity, to remit Rigour and Extremity ; and all theſe to- 


gether produce Unity and Concord'; there can beno Concord 


amongſt Proud Men, and therefore Humility is neceſſary; 
there can be no Agreement betwixt Angry and Revengful 
Perſons, and therefore Meegkneſs muſt not be wanted; there 


can be no Love amongſt Captious Perſons, and therefore Pa- 


=” 


| ee 
Poor and Mean. 
4. v4 a * a jw = Po i WL ; * 7 * Nat * 
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Firſt, it preſerves 4 Fociery; when all the Members a- 


gree together, and each perferms its reſpective Office, the 


Body will be preſerv d, but when there is a Schilm, Rent, 
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1 134 
or Diſcord in it, it tends to the Deſtruction of the whole, 
Aeneniut his Apologue will ſhew us the thing, where every 
Member denied aſſiſtance to the Belly, until the whole 
Body was Deſtroy'd ; when the Members of a Society will 
draw different ways, and contrive ſeveral Factions, when 
their Private Intereſt, and not the Common and Publick 
Good, 1s the end of all their Deſigns, when outwardly 
they Profeſs one thing, but ſecretly drive on the contrary ; 
then diſcord ariſes, which is the certain undoubred Ruin of 
any People, for ſays the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. v. 15. If ye bite and 
devour one another, take heed ye be not Conſumed one of ano- 


ther. 


And here we may remember thoſe reſemblances which 
the Moraliſts give us of the good of Unity, as of a certain 
ſtone, which if it be caſt Whole and Entire into the Water, 
it ſwims, but when it is broke in pieces, every part of it will 
fink: ; Unity and Concord will keep up and preſerve a Socte- 


ty, but Diſcord and Diſſention, will ſint it to the bottom of 


Ruin and Deſtruction: To this purpoſe is that ſtory which 
Plutarch tells us of a Man whom Providence had Bleſt 
with a Numerous Iſſue, and to ſecure Unity and Concord 
amongſt them, he fhew'd them the! ſtrength of a Sheaf of 
Arrows whilſt bound together, but the ſmall or no reſiſtance 
of One Arrow alone; Unit) and Concord is a Bond of 
ſtrength, and preſerves a Society fom Ruin and Fraction, 
but Diſcord Rends and Tears it to Pieces. 


Secondly, And. as it preſerves, ſo it increaſeth a Sotiety, 
and: makes:it Thrive and Proſper: Fire kept together will 
Augment and make haſte into a Flame, but, diſperſt and 
ſcatter d, it waſtes and dies: Bees that dwell in a Hive 


| of 'Q\ will: 


T4) 

will Swarm and. Mukiply, but if yqu; break the pa 
ny and turn them abroad, they periſh and come to nothing, 
like other Flies 5 It is 54 n Speech of Salat, Cun- 
cordia res paruæ creſcunt, z 7 mapu lilnbuntut, u 
ſentence which the States pf. Holland have taken hip fbr 
their Motto, and by A rudent. obſeryatich of at; thave 
made themſclves the Riches ſpot of Land chat is to 
be found in the World; for Conrord, likethe hun, makes 
every thing grow, but D/cord, like the IV ind, featters e- 
very thing away. Henee che humour and diſpofition' of 
ſome Men is prodigiouſly unaccountable, that will not a- 
gree with any Government Whatever, altho' they fore: ſer 
the Alteration of that they live under can bring nothing 
with. it, hut an utter-ſubverſion-of all that is good |; The 
Antient wholeſome + ,aws!Exploded ſor New and Arbitra- 
ry Power, the True and Orthodox Religion aboliſhed, to 
make way for Idolatry ; , Liberty Deſtroy'd, and Bondage 
and Slavery to ſucceed in its Nlace yet ct withſtand ing all 
this, they will be Blind and Peevidh;and,Studiouſly Endea- 
vour their own Ruin as wellasorhers;; Too many Inſtances 
of theſe we have amongſt us, who, as they know not their 
own Minds ; ſo they muſt Proye a wondento all Sober Men; 
but of them I ſhall. only uſe the words of the Royal Pro- 
phet, Fſal. 55. v. 23. Thon O God ſhalt hung them no 
the Pit of Deſtruction, Bloody and Decettfnl Men fhall not 
Ive out half their Days. L bine n 


Thirdly, Concord ſceetens every condition of Life, tho' 
ne ver ſo poor and mean; Better m 4Dinnertof Herbs where 
Love is, than a ſtalled Ox aud hurred therecuit h, Prov. 15.17. 
B etter isa dry Mor ſel ani quietueſꝭ therewith, thanan Houſe 
full of Sacrifices with ſtrife, Chap. 17. 1. Tho! dry Herbs be 
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courſe Diet, yet Love and Unity makes it 
Mell leite better than the — Ordinary; All the 
dumb Creatures, delight in Concord, Birds flye in Flocks, 
and Fiſhes. ſwim in Scholes, antLall other Creatures (except 
ſuch as Tive by Prey) are beſt pleas'd when they Aſſociate 


ſavoury; and that 


and herd: together; the Traveller, that takes his Journey in 


Company, is leſs tyr'd than he that foots it alone; And 
God's Worſhip! is never perform d as it ſhould be, bur when 
it is done i in Unity and Concord ; 1 went with the Multitude 
(Jaith.: David) T went with them to the Houſe of God, with 
the voice of Joy and. Praiſe, with the Multitude that kept 
Holy-Day, Pſalm 42. 4. We walked, lays he, to the Houſe 
of God as Friends, Plalm 55. 14. And Eccleſſaſtical Hi- 
itory tells us, that the Ancient Martyrs never went ſo joyful- 

ly to the Stak 35 het they went in Troops, and all'agreed 
05 Dye together then the Stake was turn d into a Theatre, 
where they Acted thoir parts wich Joy -: And thus you ſee 
the good * Unity Gy, 7 nerds Ir pre ey ves ꝙ Sotrecy; Ik 
encreales a Society, and it ſygcteis/cvery condition of Life; 
and thus. PRO A ARIES the ma e 
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a fret Savour in the Noſtrils of God and Man; and it is 
a Sovereign Medecine, it healsall Sores and Wounds, It is 
a Remedy againſt Diſſentions; forgives Injuries,” and binds 
up the Rents which Quarrels, and Diviſions have made. 5 
5 1 7 B | g rf 212 2 * a 8 roy 
And in this Reſemblance of Unity to the High Prieſts 
Oyl, we may perceive that true Concord can never be kept 
in a Kingdom or Society, but where Religion holds it to- 
ether, where Truth is the Bond, and Religion Ties, the 
3 but where this is wanting, Men fall at variance, and 
pierce one another thro” and thro', with Invectives of their 
own Malice. N N 


; a 
+ 
ie 31 


But this Uait) and Concord, to be compleat, muſt firſt 
begin at the Head, before the Members can partake of it, ſi 
caputibus populi cœlitus infuſa ſit, ab illis ad inferiora membra 
defluet (tis the Obſeryation of Muſtulus upon the place) if 
God from Heaven Powers down the Bleſſing of Unity upon 
the Heads of the People (the Rulers and Governours, the 
Grand Senates and Councels) it will ſoon deſcend to them, 
who are the Stirts of their Garment; but if the Heads 
knock together, and be at variance, the People muſt follow 
their Rulers, and run into Diſtractions and Diſcords. There 
can be no Unity in a Family where the Husband and Wife 
diſagree, And, as it is in Domeſtick, ſo it is in larger So- 
cieties, Kingdoms, and States; The diſagreements of the 
Roman Conſuls often ſnook the Peace of Rome; and nothing 


is more true, than that the Schiſins and Hereſies in Religion 


took their firſt riſe from the Heads of the Church. Neſtorius 


was an Arch-Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and Euiyches an Ab. 


bot in the ſame City, and Arrius a prime Presbyter in Alex- 
andria; and Sergizs the Monk, the Tutor of Mahomet, and 
1 Maſter 


4 


2 


1 
7 
* 
| 


* 
# 


4 


Tio] 


Maſter of the Alcoran ; was a Ring- leader amongſt the Ar- 


riaus; I might name to you, Ebion and Cerinthus, Diotrephes 


and others, who being Eminent in their ſeyeral parts, led 
the People to Schiſms and Errors, and firſt broke the Unity 
of the Church: If therefore we deſire Unity and Concord 
in Church and Common-Wealth, we muſt beſeech God that 
it may firſt deftil from Heaven upon our Heads, Our Ru- 
lers and Governors; and then we ſhall be (ure to ſhare with 


Them in that Celeſtial Bleſſing. For when God is pleas d 
to ſend it thither, it will not long ſtick before it runs down 
to the Skirts of the Clothes; for Unity and Concord is not, 
as it ſhould be, ever firm or Good, unleſs the Members 


partake in it as well as the Head. Pilate and Herod wereat 
a kind of a Concord Themſelves, but no drop of their 
-Oyntment fell upon their Subjects: True Concord makes 


the loweſt parts the better as well as the higheſt; like the 


Holy Unction, which does not ſtop at the Head, but runs 
down to the Skirt of the Garment. | 


The other Reſemblance is to the Dew of Hermon, and 
not very unfitly ; for Unity and Concord, like the Dew, falls 
from Heaven, and is a Deſtillation from above; it is of God 
that two are of a Mind in an Honſfe; It is Fruitful makes 
the Graſs grow for Cattle, and Herbs, for tbe uſe of Men; 
Unity and Concord are thriving Bleffings; they make every 
thing proſper; and where they are wanting all things wither 
and decay; for where Unity is not, nothing can flouriſh in that 
ſociety; and no Bleſſing is wanting where it is; for it brings 
a Cormucopia of all plenty along with it. 


Some Interpreters have Moralized theſe Mauntains; and 
by Hermon, they 8 Common-IWealth, and by 
. Sion 
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Son the Church; That the Dew of Hermon ſhould fall 


upon the Hill of Sion; that is, that the.Common-Health 
ſhou'd Nous ih the Church; that Power ſhould protect Truth, 


and Patronize Religion, And when the Church and the Com- 


ion-IWealth partake of each others Dews ; when the Church 


receives Protection from the Common- MV ealih, and the Com- 
mon- Ii ealth receives Bleſſings from the Church ; then it is 

a Good and Deen: Thing, it is an happy Unt) and Con- 

cord; And in this 8 

will ft us; for altho', not long ſince, Hermon had devou- 

red Sion; and inſtead of Exchanging her pleaſant Dew, had 


s Senſe (God be Prais d for it) the Pſalm 


rais'd a Storm of Perſecution againſt her: Thoſe People of 
Confuſion and Diſcord, had quite Eaten up the Church, 
like one of Pharaohs lean Kine, and yet were lean and hun- 
gry ſtill; The Church (like Jonas the Prophet) was quite 
fwallowed up in the belly of a Whale; the Sacrilegious Multi- 
tude; But now (God be Prais d) the is upon the dry Land 
again, and receives Dew from Hermon, Countenance and 
Protection from the Com mon- Wealth, for which may the 
Dews of Sion fall upon the Hill of Hermon; may the Me- 


mory of him be ever Precious, who was our Deliverer; and 


may the Bleſſings and rayert of the Church light upon Her 
A | i 24 p 4 1 6 DEE IA Ye TH 101 
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The laſt thing to be conſidered; is, the profitableneſs of 

this Vertue; It always brings a Bleſſing upon thoſe who are 


careful to Practiſe it ; This is viſible from the Conſequen- 


ces of it; the Apparent Happineſs where it is uſed, and the 
Miſery and Deſtruction where it is not; and nothing is 
more frequently urg d by our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, than 
the promotion of Peace, the certain reſult of Unity and 
Concord; He brought it with him tothe World and it 

Be Ree | „ | was 
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was the belt Legacy he could leave his Diſciples, Jo. 14. U. 27 
Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give unto jon; And the 
Royal Prophet in the laſt verſe of this Pſalm, crowns it with 
the Rewards, not only of this Eife, but that which is to 


come; for in all Societies and Places where Unity and Con- 


cord dwells, there the Bleſſing of God dwells with them; 
for God hath not only promiſed, but Commanded it, There 
the Lord Commanded the Bleſſing, and that, the beſt of all 
bleſſings; ' Life, not only Temporal here, but Eternal here. 
„ nog Fri 
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But farther; to move and Excite all Men to'the Exerciſe 


of this Virtue, let us conſider firſt; It is Su,jZbuum Chri- 


ſtianorum, the Chriſtians , and Cognizance, By thts 


Jhall all Men know that ve ate Chriſt's. Diſciples: All the 


Ordinancesof Chriſtian Rel igion habe an Eye, Aim, and Ten- 
dency to Union and Concord; Baptiſm is an, Uniting Sacra- 
ment, Ships us into the Ark of the Church, and Unztes 
us to the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 1 Cor. T2. v. 13. Por, 
By one Spirit we are all Baptized intb ane Body, whether wwe 
be Jews or Gentiles ; And the Lord's Supper is a Type of U- 


nion; many Grains, and but one Loaf; many Grapes, and 


but one Cup; many Communicants, aud bar one Church; 


for ſaith St. Paul, We being many, are one breud and one 


body, for we are all Partabetſ of that on bread, Cor. 10 


v. 17. And as our Bleſſed Saviour Preached Concord and 
Love with his Mouth, and Practis'd it in his Life, ſo he 
wore it about him in his very Garmeitts, he wis'Cloathed. 
with Unity and Concord, his Coat was twithont ſeame, knit 
together am the top to the bottom: And they do not covet 
to follow Chriſtꝰs Example, who Neglect this great Virtue. 
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Secondly, Belides, this is Chriſt's New Commandmunt 
(John z. 8.) A New Commandment I give unto you ; No- 
vn dicitur non ratione temports, ſed quia non impletur, It is: 
call'd New, not becauſe newly given, but becauſe never 
yet Fulfill'd; a Man that has a Garment lying by him, and 
never worn, may properly call it New; not becauſe new 
Pought,. or newly Made, but becauſe it was never us'd, 
but laid aſide for many Years ; ſo this Law of Love; this- 
Darling Precept of Unity and Concord, it is an Old Com- 
mandment given to the World, long ſince; but we have 
caſt it aſide (like a Garment that pleaſes not our Fancy) and 
made no ule of it in our Practiſe, And therefore, we may 


call it New ſtill, as new almoſt, as hen it was firſt given. 


Thirdly, But let us rememberthe Bleſſing that is Annexed 
to the cloſe of this Pſalm,” and that is long Life here in this 
World, and Eternal Life hereafter.; but a Contentious Man 
is ſeldom long Liv'd his Diſcord is the cauſe of his Death : 
Tho'a Ship be much ſto er Built than an Houſe, yet the 
lighteſt Cottage will out- laſt the Stouteſt Ship upon the 
Ocean; becauſe, the Houſe ſtands quiet and ſtill, fix d to 
its Place, and faſt to its Centre, where it ſettles in Reſt and 
Quietneſs; But Ships are always in Motion, contending | 
wich Storms, ſtrugling with Waves, and ſometimes joſling 
with Rocks, by.reaſon whereof, their ſtrong Ribs are ſoon 
brokei to Pieces: Thus the Contentious Man, tho' Na- 
ture (it may be) hath Built wy, and ſtanch-(like a- | 
Ship) yet his-own- Diſſentions ſoon Daſh him to Pieces, 


But the Man of Qpietneſs and Concord (like an Houſe upon 
its Foundation) is durable and long laſting, A Taper that 
at while, when thoſe of a Courſer 
temper' d Lights that Spit and Flare 


ſoon 


Burns quietly: ſts a 
Compoſition; thoſe i 
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foon waſte themſelves away, and Burn to a Snuff; but be. 
ſides the ſhorc Span of this Life, God hath promiſed to thoſe 
who Love and Maintain Unity, the laſting Ages of Eternity, 
as I have but juſt now noted. 


Laſtly, let us Confider- thoſe Evil Obſtacles that hinder. 
Unity and Concord amongſt us, I ſhall name but three, 


Pride, Prejudice, and Jelf-love. 


Firſt, Pride, which firft bred a Contention in Heaven, 
in the Aſpiring Angels, and drove them out of it, and is 
an Evil of that Greatneſs; that it is not only Offenſive to 
Man but God himſelf; The Proud Man regards no 
Mans Intereſt and Security but his own'; And rather than 
leſſen that, he will hazard the Deſtruction of his Countries 


quiet And it is the Obſervation of the Wiſe Man, Prov. 


13. v. lo. Only by Pride cometh Contention, which muſt. 
needs Deſtroy - Unity and Concord. Diotrephes his Pride, 


put him at variance with St. John his Biſhop and Metro- 


politaan ; He Lov'd to have the Preheminence, and therefore 
Divided the Church, that he might make himſelf the Head 
of a Faction. Pride is never content, unleſs it be mounted 
upon the Shoulders of others; no Ground will ſerve a Proud 
Man to walk on, but the Heads of his Brethren; ſo that, if 


Secondly, Prejudice is an hindrance of Unity and Concord; 
where Men are ſo bold, as to Cenſure the Government as 
Unjuſt and Unlawful; and inftead of making the Preſent 
Conſtitution better, like Archimedes; draw new Shapes 
and Diagrams, new Lines and Circles of Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil Policy. im their own Brains; then is the n that 
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Nation on very Uncertain Terms, for Men ſeldom come 
to that Paſs, until their Splecri and Prejudice riſe to that 
height, that to ſatisfie them, no Attempt, be it everſo De- 
fperate, ſhall be left Untryed ; And where ſuch Diſpoſiti- 
ons are Viſible (as too many are amongſt us) they cannot be 
too ſtrictly Watch'd and look'd. after; For it is very unrea- 
ſonable, that the quiet and Tranquility of a Nation, ſhould 
lye at the Mercy of a Peeviſh and Froward Humour : And 
therefore, for our own ſakes, let us ſhun Prejudice in our 
ſelves, and deny our Society to thoſe that have it. 


Laſtly, Se!f-love (wherein I include Covetouſneſs) is an 
Enemy to Unity); when Men have more regard to their own 
private Advantages, than to the Common Good of Society; 


They trouble the Waters, that they may the þegier Angle for. 


Fiſh, and ſet the Houſe on Fire, for no other end but to warm 
their own Fingers; like Wolves and Maſtiffs, they raiſe 
Quarrels, that ſo they may run away with the Prey: This 
is the Effect of Covetouſneſs and Self-love , which is incon- 
fiſtent with Unity and Concord, and therefcre the Apoſtle 
St. Paul perſwading rhe Phillippians to Unity, diſſwades 
them from Self-love, Phil. 2. v. 4. Be of One Accord and 
One Mind, and that you may be ſo, Look not every. Man 
on his own things, but every Man alſo on the things of o- 
thers ; That which is good for the whole Hive is good for. 
each Bee ; if the Publick Tranquility be preſerved, we 


- ſhall ſufficiently ſecure our own Preſervation in the Com- 


mon Safety. If we Love Unity let us Guard our ſelves a- 
gainſt Covereouſweſs and Self-love. 


| ag neee 1 
In a word, let us take heed we do not Ravel more Threads 

in the Coat of Chriſt; but rather ſtich up theſe that are 
Rent ; 


„ 
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Rent; let us beware of dividing our Hearts Aſunder One 
from Another, or Crumbling our ſelves into the Atoms of 


new Diviſions, or Engaging our ſelves upon contrary In- 


tereſts, or Inflaming our ſelves with New Jealouſies and A- 
nimoſities. Thus our Enemies would have it, that they 
may build up their own Deſigns upon our Ruins: To bring 
this to pals they Employ all the Books, in the Vatican, and 
all the Wits in /znatins's Crew of Jeſuits, but let us like Ex- 
periencd and Reſolute Soldiers, keep to our Cloſe Order, and 
not break our Ranks, let the Aſſault be never ſo great; and 
by that means, we may preſerve our Church, our Nation; and 
in them our ſelyes. , 


What Man recovered of a Sickneſs, would not avoid that 
Diet that Occaſion'd his Indiſpoſition? What Man be- 
tray'd to Ruin and Miſery, would not ſhun the Treachery 
that brought, the Hazard and Inconyenience ? The cafe 


is quickly Apply'd, for tho, our Sickneſs were not to 
Death, yet, like a lingring Fever, it laid us on our Beds 


in Pain and Anguiſh, and no Remedy left, that we could 
find out; and had not God heard the Sighs of the Priſoner, 
and Groans of the Afflicted, our Deſpair muſt have haſtcned 
our Diſſolution; and if we look back on that Miſery and 


Diſtraction we are but lately crept ont of, we cannot but 


think, all Imaginable Pains and Care, little enough to pre- 
vent a Relapſe, it is no time now to form ſtrange fancies, 
and contrive unreaſonable Schemes and Models; God has 
given us the Opportunity to fix our Security, and Eſtabliſh 
alaſting Peace to us andour Poſterity : Letusthen Unani- 
mouſly apply our ſelyesto it; and not Deſpiſe this Bleſſing 
that is ſounexpeCtedly put into our Hands ; forasthere was, 


not long ſince, a time when we would have been content to 
£ | haye 
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wave Purchas d the Days we now Enjoy, at any Rate ſo now 


they are come, let us Employ them to the Glory of God, 


and our own Good; Vis unita fortior, our United Force 


is able (under God) to withſtand any Attempt againſt 
us; but if we Crumble and Scatter, Diſagree and Dif- 
fer amongſt. our ſelves, nothing but an Inevitable 
Ruin can follow; and at this Juncture it will be the more 
fatal, becauſe never to be Reverſt. It is indeed the Glory 
of our Church, that ſhe is nat of a Perſecuting Spirit; and 
ſhe may defy her greateſt Enemies to give one Inſtance, 
that ſhe ever. has been ſo; But it wou d be hard, if, becauſe 
ſhe will not Aſſault another, that, therefore ſhe muſt not 
defend her Self; If, becauſe ſhe will not lay Siege to Her 
Neighbours Hauſe, therefore ſhe muſt not build a Wall a- 


bout her own; Self-preſervation is Natures firſt Leſſon to 


all her Creatures; and if an Army, in all other Particulars 


well Appointed, do not agree on the proper Rules and Or- 
.ders of War, One of a leſs Number and Ee 


them, and put them to flight : Let us then, for God and 
Religions fake; for our Country, and our own fake, live in 


orce ſhall Defeat 


Peace and Unity; and the God of Peace will be with us: 
Let us live together like Brethren in Unity, that God may 
Command His Bleſſing upon us, and Lyfe for Evermore. 
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